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tnent in the shape of a draft Protocol to the ^Treaty of Alliance.
The Protocol cut down the period of the Treaty from twenty
years to a maximum of four years from the date of ratification
of peace with Turkey, and provided that, if before the lapse
of that maximum period, Iraq became a member of the League
of Nations, the Treaty should terminate immediately. The
Protocol was signed on 3oth April, 1923. The more far-
seeing people feared that the reduced period was too short
to enable Iraq to Stand upon her own feet, and the so-called

giro-British sedions of the populations, especially some of the
uphrates tribes, the inhabitants of Basra and the Assyrians
of Mosul, professed to regard this reduction as a betrayal of
their interests. But the politicians of Bagdad and Mosul
welcomed it with enthusiasm, and even King Faisal and
his Ministers, while expressing constant gratitude for the
support and favours received in the past, were undisguisedly
delighted that a near term had been put to authoritative con-
trol by Great Britain of their affairs.

Sir Percy Cox left Iraq at the beginning of May, 1923,
amid spontaneous demonstrations of affeftion and regret
from all classes of the population. During his absence in
London I had in January, 1923, taken Steps to restore general
confidence in the face of the Turkish threats. For this purpose
a force, composed partly of British and partly of Iraq troops,
moved up to" Mosul, and His Highness the Amir Zaid,
the brother of King Faisal, who had arrived in Iraq in Novem-
ber, 1922, took up his residence at Mosul to initiate political
measures for winning over Kurdish sentiment to the Iraq
side. He also superintended the formation of a force of Arab
tribal irregulars to operate, if need be, against invaders of
the plains to the west of Mosul. This demonstration, com-
bined with the firm Stand of the British representatives at
Lausanne, had an immediate effect on the whole country.
But Turkish irregulars remained at Ruwanduz, and plans
for a Kurdish rising with the co-operation of Sheikh Mahmud
of Sulaimaniya came to light. To forestall such a combination,
Sheikh Mahmud's headquarters were bombed from the air
and he took to the mountains. It was now time to complete
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